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MEDIA ADVISORY 

The Grass isn’t Greener on Weed Street: 
Windy City Cannabis Workers are Fighting for Respect on the Job and a Union Contract! 

WHO:  Windy City Cannabis Workers 

WHAT:  Cannabis Workers, Local 881 UFCW, Elected Officials, and allies are joining to tell Windy City 
Cannabis/Curaleaf to STOP their anti-union tactics and demand immediate support for the 
workers attempting to unionize. 

WHEN: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 at 10am 

WHERE:  Outside the Windy City Cannabis Dispensary at 923 W Weed Street in Chicago, IL. 
 

Workers at Windy City Cannabis on Weed Street in Chicago are organizing to be represented by Local 881 
United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW), the Union for Cannabis Workers in Illinois. Workers at this 
Curaleaf-owned location report that the Company has initiated a full-scale anti-Union campaign the moment 
they began their organizing campaign.  

“Windy City Cannabis workers want to Unionize so we can set a new standard in the industry of providing 
stable middle-class jobs with benefits and opportunities for advancement. The cannabis industry is 
controlled by a small number of corporations, and on the backs of its employees has generated hundreds of 
millions of dollars” said Jake, a Windy City Cannabis worker. “The least these corporations can do is provide 
good jobs to their employees who are actually on the front lines serving customers. They can and should do 
more to protect us from poverty and the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

The Windy City Cannabis workers are fighting for: 
• A Living Wage 
• Better Benefits 
• Increased Covid-19 Protections  
• A Voice in the Workplace 

“We believe Cannabis workers deserve better than what this rapidly growing billion-dollar industry is 
providing. The Windy City Cannabis workers are fighting to improve their working conditions, but they are 
also fighting to improve the standards for cannabis workers across the industry,” said Steve Powell, Local 
881 UFCW President, “We are pleased to have the continued support of elected officials, who passed 
recreational cannabis legislation with the understanding that these would be good union jobs.” 

### 

Contact: Moises Zavala, Local 881 Director of Organizing 
moiseszavala@local881ufcw.org | 630-254-3100 

Local 881 UFCW represents 34,000 members employed in retail food and drug stores throughout Illinois and Northwest Indiana, cannabis workers in Illinois, as well as a 
professional division comprised of health and nursing home workers, barbers and cosmetologists, and workers in other retail and service industries. Among the companies under 
contract with Local 881 are Jewel Food Stores, Osco Drug, Mariano’s, CVS Pharmacy, Kroger, Schnucks, Conagra Brands, and many smaller chains  and independent stores, as 
well as nursing homes and other business establishments. Local 881 is among the largest affiliates of the United Food and Commercial Workers International Union, which 
represents 1.3 million members in the United States, Canada and Puerto Rico. 
 

Learn more at ILcannabisworkersunited.org 

mailto:moiseszavala@local881ufcw.org
https://ilcannabisworkersunited.org/

